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Fiodor Samarin, a staunch Slavophile and a public worker
of an immaculate reputation. He refused, however, to
accept my offer, saying frankly that, on the one hand he
could not enter my Cabinet for the reason that he was- com-
pletely opposed to the act of October ryth, and that on the
other hand, he was neither strong nor experienced enough
to take such a responsible post. I named a number of other
candidates, among them Yermolov, Minister of Agriculture
under Alexander III, Prince Kochubei and Prince Urusov.
Some of the men were rejected by His Majesty, others de-
clined the portfolio themselves.
In the meantime intriguing against me and my policies
was going on at full speed at the Court. All manner of
denunciations and memoirs inveighing openly against my
Cabinet were daily reaching His Majesty through Trepov,
and the weight of these writings at the Court was constantly
on the increase. In January, 1906, there was circulated
among the large landowners a petition which accused some
of the members of my Cabinet of revolutionary designs and
demanded its dismissal The petition was fairly long and
contained, among others, the following passage:
It stands to reason that the men who have received the reins of
power from the hand of your Majesty lack neither knowledge nor
experience. Naturally enough, there are heard voices asserting that
the Utopian legal measures of Count Witte's Cabinet are being
elaborated with the hidden intention of transferring to the villages
the revolution which had failed in the cities among the labouring
classes.                                                                                           >
The document concludes thus:
We deem it our sacred duty as loyal subjects of your Majesty
to affirm that the present Government as represented by its head,
Count Witte, does not enjoy the confidence of the country and that
all Russia expects you to replace this all-powerful functionary by a
man of firmer statesmanlike principles and more experience in the
choice of reliable collaborators worthy of the peopled confidence,